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THIRD ANNUAL REPORT
BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS
PROMOTION OF UNIFORMITY OF LEGISLATION IN
THE UNITED STATES.
To His Excellency thg Governor and the Honorable Council of the
Commonwealth of Massachusetts.
Tlie imdersigned commissioners, Samuel Eoss, Samuel
Williston and HoUis R. Bailej appointed by the Governor
under the provisions of chapter 416 of the Acts of 1909,
pursuant to the provisions of said act, submit the following
annual report.
In January, 1911, the Board prepared and caused to be
introduced two petitions with accompanying bills as fol-
lows :—
1. A petition asking for the enactment of the uniform
desertion act.
2. A petition asking for the enactment of the uniform act
relating to wills executed without the State.
Both these petitions were finally referred to the Judiciary
Committee. Members of the commission attended hearings
and furnished information.
The uniform desertion act was strongly supported by a
number of organizations engaged in philanthropic work.
Both acts were recommended by the Judiciary Committee
and both were passed.
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The uniform desertion act so enacted is cliapter 456 of
the Acts of 1911.
Tlie uniform act relating to wills executed without the
State is chapter 246 of the Acts of 1911.
Uk"ifokm Workmen's Compensation Act.
The special committee appointed in 1910 bj the Con-
ference of Commissioners on Uniform State Laws to consider
and report as to a uniform workmen's compensation act did
a large amount of work during the year, and at the annual
meeting' of the conference in Boston in August, 1911, sub-
mitted a tentative draft of a uniform workmen's compensa-
tion act. The subject was discussed on two different days,
and the committee was continued with directions to pursue
its work and make a final report in August, 1912. The
special committee above named consists of Charles Thaddeus
Terry of ISTew York, John R. Hardin of 'New Jersey, George
Whitelock of Maryland, John H. Wigmore of Illinois, Aldis
B. Browne of District of Columbia, Peter W. Meldrim of
Georgia and HoUis R. Bailey of Massachusetts, who is
chairman.
Uniform Child Labor Law.
The special committee appointed by the Conference of
Commissioners in August, 1909, to draft a uniform child
labor law did considerable work during the year, and made a
final report to the conference in August, 1911, submitting
a final draft of a uniform child labor law.
This draft was discussed on different days and was per-
fected and recommended for adoption in all the States.
It may be noted here that this uniform law in many
respects follows the law as it now exists in Massachusetts.
Conference of Commissioners on Uniform State Laws.
The conference held its twenty-first annual meeting at
Boston, Mass., in August, 1911.
The following officers were elected for 1911-12 :—
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President, Walter George Smith, Land Title Building, Philadel-
phia, Pa.
Vice-President, A. T. Stovall, Okolona, Miss.
Secretary, Charles Thaddeus Terry, 100 Broadway, New York,
N. Y.
Treasurer, Talcott H. Russell, 42 Church Street, New Haven,
Conn.
Assistant Secretary, M. Grukthal, 100 Broadway, New York, N, Y.
Executive Committee, William H. Staake, Philadelphia, Pa., John R.
Hardin, Newark, N. J., James R. Caton, Alexandria, Va.,
Cyrenius P. Black, Lansing, Mich., Nathan William Mae Ches-
ney, Chicago, 111., and Amasa M. Eaton, Providence, R. I.
The proceedings of the conference appear in a printed
report, a copy of which is in our State Library. They will
also appear in the annual report of the American Bar Asso-
ciation soon to be published.
Prof. Samuel Williston of this Board is a member of the
committee on commercial law.
Two additional uniform laws were approved and recom-
mended for adoption in the several States. One of these
was the uniform child labor law above referred to. The
other was a uniform act relating to marriage and marriage
licenses.
We have not annexed to this report drafts of the uniform
acts above mentioned because we propose to present petitions
to the Legislature which is about to convene and to ask to
have each of these imiform laws, viz., the child labor law and
the marriage and marriage license law, enacted in Massachu-
setts, and it seems unnecessary to have the same matter
printed twice. Printed copies of the two proposed uniform
acts may be found in the State Library.
EXPENDITUEES OP THE BOAED.
I. Prior to Year 1911.
Amount of appropriation in 1909, $2,500 00
Amounts approved to come out of same : —
Dec. 28, 1909. For H. R. Bailey, . . . . . 86 00
Amount carried forward, ...... $2,414 00
yf'-
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Amount brought forward, $2,414 00
Dee. 28, 1909. For Samuel Ross, 6 00
May 7, 1910. Wright & Potter, ....
June 9, 1910. Conference of Commissioners,
.
June 9, 1910. H. R. Bailey,
June 9, 1910. Samuel^ Ross,
June 9, 1910. Samuel Williston, ....
Sept. 9, 1910. Samuel Williston, ....
Sept. 9, 1910. H. R. Bailey,
Dee. 21, 1910. H. R. Bailey,
Balance of appropriation, $1,454 76
II. During Year 1911.
Apr. 5, 1911. H. R, Bailey for expenses from Dee. 14,
1910, to Mar, 6, 1911, for stationery, postage, tele-
grams, express, typewriting, traveling expenses to
New York, Dec. 21-24, 1910, and traveling expenses
to New York, Mar. 2-6, 1911, 79 21
$2,408 00
22 59
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Amount brought forward, $1,224 15
May, 1911. Wright & Potter, printing annual report, . 73 36
$1,150 79
Nov. 6, 1911. H. R. Bailey for expenses from April 26
to Oct. 21, 1911, for stamps, express, typewriting,
stationery, printing, traveling expenses to New York,
April 28-30 and July 7-18, and to Providence, July
18, 106 67
$1,044 12
Nov. 6, 1911, National Child Labor Committee print-
ing Uniform Child Labor Law, 32 50
$1,011 62
Nov. 6, 1911. A. C. Getchell & Son printing Uniform
Workmen's Compensation Act, 39 00
$972 62
Dec. 23. Samuel Ross, traveling expenses,
. . , 10 00
$962 62
Dec. 23. Samuel Williston, traveUng expenses to New
York, November 4-7, 37 90
Balance of appropriation, $924 72
Total of expenses for the year, .... $530 04
HOLLIS E. BAILEY,
SAMUEL EOSS,
SAMUEL WILLISTO:^^,
Commissioners.
